
First Peter
January Bible Study

2019



Pastor Bob’s Powerpoint slides
available online in PDF format: 

bonsackbaptist.org/januarybiblestudy



INTRODUCTION

• 1st Peter addressed to Asia Minor (Turkey)
• Prone to attacks: Note the Churches of Revelation
• Pliny: Roman governor of Bithynia 
• Subtle Persecution
• Social ostracism, unfriendly acts by neighbors 
• Pressure on Christian wives from pagan husbands 
• Masters taking it out on Christian slaves 



Asia 
Minor





DATES FOR NT BOOKS

• AD 45 - James AD 65 I Timothy , Titus
• AD 50-58 1 & 2 Thessalonians AD 66 2 Timothy

Galatians AD 67 Matthew, Hebrews
Mark AD 67-68 First Peter (early date)
1 & 2 Corinthians AD 68 2nd Peter, Jude
Romans AD 90-95 John, Revelation

• AD 60-62 Phil, Colossians, Eph, Philemon 1st, 2nd, 3rd John
• AD 63-64 Luke/Acts First Peter (late date)



AUTHORSHIP

• Questions About Peter Being Author
• Excellent Greek
• No known link between Peter & Asia Minor
• Widespread Persecution comes later
• Use of “Babylon” as Rome

• Supporting Peter as Author
• Claims to be written by Peter
• Early Church Accepted author as Peter
• No references to heresies (from AD 90 on)



DATE
• Early Date – AD 64
• Peter was martyred in Rome in AD 64 

• Later Date – AD 96
• First Peter known to Polycarp, Papias and 2 Peter, so it must be 

written before AD 120.
• Christianity had spread and developed into Asia Minor
• By end of 1st Century, a Petrine school had developed around 

memories of Peter.



PERSECUTIONS

• 1:6 - “Various Trials”
• 3:3-17 – Christians living under malice, and defamation, 

misunderstanding. How to avoid  having such 
mistreatment escalating from pagan neighbors unhappy 
that Christians didn’t enter into their activities (4:4). 

• 4:12 - 5:11 - “fiery ordeal” 
• “fiery” = “painful” – used in 1:7 for refining. Note Pliny’s 

letter to emperor Trajan (AD 111) in Bithynia. 
• Note persecution described in Revelation 13 &17. 



THE SITUATION

• Asia Minor
• Bridged Eastern and Western Culture/ Heterogeneous Culture
• Importance of the 4 Provinces: Cappadocia, Galatia, Pontus, Bithynia

• Products – wool, garments, medical knowledge
• Hedge against invasions
• Tax Revenue

• Religious Practice
• Fertility Worship – mystery cults, wild orgies, renewal of life (see I 

Peter 4)
• Judaism – freedom to worship, levy funds, jurisdiction in their courts



THEME: FOREIGNERS & EXILES

•How To Live as Christians in Non-Christian 
Culture
•Live IN society but not LIKE society
•Live as Exiles yet responsibly in way that 
nurtures their testimony
•Be prepared to suffer for righteousness sake



THEOLOGY OF FIRST PETER

• Christians are Sinners & the People of God
• Holiness

• Christian Conduct must reflect God’s holiness
• Holiness makes positive impression on non-Christians

• Church
• Deep fellowship/affection provides strength for living as exiles in hostile 

world
• Suffering

• Trials prove the genuineness of faith (God’s power to sustain) and a witness 
to hostile world

• Trials are consequences of Satanic opposition
• Trials are sharing the experience of Christ



SIGNIFICANCE

Hard Lessons From First Peter

• Appreciating our salvation rather than taking it for granted
• Learning obedience and submission when it costs something 

to do so
• Practicing holiness without developing a sanctimonious smirk
• Living in the world without being tainted by it
• Emulating Christ's sacrificial lifestyle so it becomes our own



SIGNIFICANCE

Hard Lessons From First Peter

• Growing through our sufferings rather than being defeated 
by them
• Being faithful in our relationships with family, employers, and 

employees
• Grasping our true identity as God's people
• Preparing for judgment without being driven by fear
• Developing the character of leaders of whom God can be 

proud



Salutation
1:1-2

• Peter = ‘rock’ – given by Jesus
• Apostle = authoritative messenger - a binding word for the 

church. 
• To God’s Elect – (eklektois) – God called them/ they 

responded (2:9)
• Foreknowledge – God took iniative. 
• God set his love on them –
• Amos 3:2 – “you only have I known”
• Matthew 7:23 – “I never knew you”
• John 10:14 – I know my sheep
• I Cor. 8:3 – The one who loves God is known by God



Salutation
1:1-2

• By the Sanctifying work of Spirit
• He convinces, convicts, regenerates, empowers
• 2 Thess 2:13 – “From beginning, God chose you to be saved thru 

sanctifying work of the Spirit…”
• For Obedience – the purpose of choosing
• Rom 6:16 – “you are slaves to the one you obey… to sin… or 

obedience
• I Pet 2:8 – “they stumble because they disobey the message
• John 15 – “If you obey my commands, you’ll abide in my love”



God’s Choosing 

A Summary Of Understanding 

“Election”

• God’s choosing these people includes making them holy. His 
election led to their obedience to God’s call and to 
forgiveness under the new covenant. 
• I was saved when God chose me before the foundation of the world (I 

Peter 1:21) – God’s Eternal Purpose Was To Bring People Back To Him. 
• I was saved when Jesus died for me at Calvary (I Peter 3:18). God’s 

purpose became concrete at Calvary. 
• I was saved at age 12, when the Spirit convicted me, and I responded 

in obedience and surrender (I Peter 1:2). My personal salvation was 
experienced when I accepted God’s gracious offer of salvation and 
responded in obedience. 



Praise To God
1:3-5

• God acts in mercy
• God brings New Birth
• Believers have a Living Hope
• The “Hope” is an Inheritance
• Imperishable, Pure, Unfading

• Shielded By God’s power
• Not from pain but from hopelessness, faithlessness, apostacy, giving 

up



Testing of our Faith
1:6-7

• You greatly rejoice – not in the pain of societal rejection, but in 
contemplating the fullness of our salvation (eye has not 
seen… what God has in store for those who trust him).
• Suffer grief in trials

• Trial can mean temptation
• Trial or test is to see if something is real… can hold up… is worthy

• So your faith may be proved genuine
• Note story of Daniel, Meshack, Shadrack, Obenego
• Romans 2:7, 10



The Hidden Presence of Christ

1:8-9

• Though you’ve not seen him, you love him
• Holy Spirit has poured God’s love in their hearts (Rom 5;5)
• When going thru trials, strengthen your love relationship with Christ 

and it will lessen the poison of the trial

• Peter presents the Christian life as based on hope in what 
God will do in the future. 
• Have we lost the future dimension? Has that future hope lost its 

importance as a factor in our daily living? Do we lay too much stress 
on salvation now, both in our own lives and in the life of the world, 
and too little on what Christ has yet to bring? 



The Prophesies of Salvation
1:10-12

• The prophets spoke of a suffering savior (Isaiah 53), 
and longed to know when it would happen.
•What they longed to know is fulfilled in the 

message proclaimed to Peter’s readers. Note I Cor. 
15:3-5.
• Readers are living in the time when prophecies of 

salvation have been fulfilled. This is the foundation 
for their future hope. 



I Peter 1:13-25
How To Live In Society as Christians 

Who Are Oppressed and Excluded
• “Therefore” –shift from HOPE to HOLINESS
• they ought to be DIFFERENT in how they live.

• V 13 - First Exhortation – HOPE
• Get your head straight. This world is transitory. Focus on hope of 

what’s coming when Christ comes again. “Eye has not seen…”
• Self-controlled - keep loose grip on allurements of this world.

• V 14-16 – Second Exhortation – HOLINESS
• We should take on the nature (holiness) of our heavenly Father (2 

Peter 1:4)



I Peter 1:13-25
How To Live In Society as Christians 

Who Are Oppressed and Excluded
• V 17-21 - Third Exhortation – Fear of God
• God judges indiscriminately, deeply, absolute honesty
• Father – is also judge
• Reverent fear = whatever we think/ do is subject to God’s 

holiness and love, so live in light of His character regardless of 
social pressures.
• Deeper Motive – the price of our salvation
• Redeemed –being in bondage & then made free (I Peter 

4:17)
• Precious Blood = the COST
• Without blemish – the Passover lamb



I Peter 1:13-25
How To Live In Society as Christians 

Who Are Oppressed and Excluded
• V 20 – “chosen before creation of the world”
• Cross = voluntary sacrificial suffering for others’ redemptive good
• A Sacrificial Savior – substitutionary atonement was there, in the 

heart of God, before the world was created… not the power of force, 
but the force of sacrificial love, which is God’s power (see I Cor. 1:18)

• V 21 - ”thru Him you believe in God”
• Peter stresses attitude of trust in God based on what we know of His 

will:
• His people should be HOLY 
• He redeems thru sacrifice and resurrection of Jesus
• Our hope based not on abilities but on this God in whom we trust. 



Review
First Peter

•Date: 64 AD or 96AD
•Author: Apostle Peter or Disciple/School of Peter… in 

Rome.
• Situation: Exiles/Strangers (1:1) - Social 

stigma/persecution of mostly Gentile Christians in 
Asia Minor (Capadocia, Pontus, Bithynia, Galatia)
•Chosen: by God… thru Spirit… for Obedience.
• Social Status – Strangers
• Spiritual Status - Chosen



Review

Praise to God For Living Hope

1:3-12

• Praise to God – Peter’s aim is to give readers grounds for 
hope in their ultimate future so they can face immediate 
persecution with courage.
• Basis of our Hope
• Hope – conviction that what you hope for will happen in future
• Inheritance – What God has in store for us at 2nd Coming

• Testing of our Faith (6-7) – strengthens, refines faith
• Presence of Christ (8-12) – fosters trust. What prophets 

spoke about, they’re experiencing (Isa 53 etc). Their current 
Christian experience confirms that future hope



Review
Four Exhortations

1:13-25
• Hope (v 13)
• Holiness (v 14-16)
• Fear of God (v 17-21)
• Constant awareness that God judges indiscriminately, penetratingly
• Gratitude for having being redeemed by ‘precious blood of Christ’

• Love For Your Christian Family of Faith (22-25)
• You’ve been born again, so ‘Get on with it” …. Love each other 

deeply



Four Exhortations
I Peter 1:13-25

• V 13 - First Exhortation – HOPE
• Get your head straight. Focus on hope of what’s coming 

when Christ comes again. “Eye has not seen…”
• Self-controlled - keep loose grip on allurements of this 

world.
• V 14-16 – Second Exhortation – HOLINESS
• We should exhibit the nature (holiness) of our heavenly 

Father (2 Peter 1:4)



Third Exhortation
1:17-21

• V 17-21 - Third Exhortation – Fear of God
• God judges indiscriminately, deeply, absolute honesty
• Father – is also judge
• Reverent fear = whatever we think/ do is subject to God’s 

holiness & love. Live in light of His character regardless of 
social pressures.
• Deeper Motive – the price of our salvation
• Redeemed –in bondage & then made free (I Peter 4:17)
• Precious Blood = the COST
• Without blemish – the Passover lamb



Third Exhortation
1:20-21

• V 20 – “chosen before creation of the world”
• Cross = voluntary sacrificial suffering for others’ redemptive good
• A Sacrificial Savior – substitutionary atonement was there, in the 

heart of God, before the world was created… not the power of force, 
but the force of sacrificial love, which is God’s power (see I Cor. 1:18)

• V 21 - ”thru Him you believe in God”
• Trust God based on what we know of His will:

• His people should be HOLY 
• He redeems thru sacrifice & resurrection of Jesus
• Our hope based not on abilities but on this God in whom we trust. 



Fourth Exhortation: Love One Another

1:22-25

• The Point: Since you’ve been converted… new motives & 
behaviors, “get on with loving each other.” Facing 
persecution, you must maintain support from within.
• V22 – Purifying yourselves
• Many of these Christians were former pagans. Thru their conversion, 

their status and nature are changing… new motives, thoughts, 
actions.

• V 23 – Imperishable seed
• The Word of God is the imperishable seed. When it takes root in our 

lives it produces new birth.



Fourth Exhortation: Love One Another

1:24

•God’s Word Stands Forever (Isa 
40:6-8)
• Isaiah quote underscores permanency of 
God’s Word, which Peter applies to the 
GOSPEL which brings everlasting life.



Spiritual Maturity & A Loving Family
2:1-3

•V 1 – Rid Yourselves of what undercuts love for 
each other 
•Malice
•Deceit
•Hypocrisy
• Envy
• Slander



Spiritual Maturity & A Loving Family
2:1-3

• V 2  - Spiritual Milk = what nourishes Christian 
growth
•Prayer, obedience, worship, hearing God’s 
word, humble service

• V 3 – Now that you’ve tasted
•Ps 34:8 – Peter applies this reference to God 
to Christ
•Spiritual craving is based on having already 
found/experienced it to be good.



Living Stones
2:4-5

• V 4 – Christ, the living Stone
• Psalm 118:22 - Christians saw this metaphor as referring to 

Christ
• The Metaphor: a stone is dressed/cut and ready for use… but 

rejected as unfit by the builders. Yet, it is not only approved by 
the architect, but the foundation stone for the whole building.
• Whatever the world may think of Christ, God has chosen him, 

who is prototype for believers who are ‘living’ stones.
• Christ was rejected, just as the readers were being rejected
• Christ is the foundation for understanding the Christian life



Living Stones
2:4-5

•A Spiritual House
•House = where family lives
• Instead of an unconnected group of social outcasts, they 

must find identity and cohesion in their relationship to 
the Living Stone
• This ‘new’ temple is replacement of the Old Temple

•Holy Priesthood
• Christians are not only stones that compose the building 

but priests who offer sacrifices in it.



Spiritual Sacrifices
2:4-5

•What is a Spiritual Sacrifice?
• I Pet 4:7-11 – loving deeply, hospitality w/out grumbling, 

serving others, 
• Rom 12:1 – offering self
• Heb 13:15 – praise, thanksgiving, doing good

• Peter’s Point
• Unlike the old physical Temple in Jerusalem, together, 

Christians are the living Temple of God
• Christians are also ‘priests’ offering spiritual sacrifices 
• These Christians must find such unity to withstand a hostile 

world



The Rejected Messiah
2:6-8

•Background
•How can it be that Jesus is the 
Messiah, when the whole Jewish 
nation failed to recognize Him as 
such?
•Peter quotes Isaiah to answer that 
question



The Rejected Messiah
2:6-8

• Isaiah 28:16 – “I lay a stone in Zion”
• Isaiah is announcing the need to depend on God 

and to practice righteousness and justice.
• Stone in Zion = God’s promises given to Israel’s 

leaders. Yet they chose apathy, indulgence, 
disobedience.
• Peter sees connection between these verses in 

Isaiah’s day and the Jews’ rejection of Jesus, the 
One who is precious to God.



The Rejected Messiah
2:6-8

•Psalm 118:22 – “the rejected stone has 
become capstone”
•The stone was rejected by builders, but God 
made it capstone
•Ps 118 = a king giving thanks for military 
victory that some of Israel’s tribal leaders 
didn’t think could happen . What they 
rejected, God vindicated. 



The Rejected Messiah
2:8

•Isaiah 8:14 – stone causes 
stumbling
•God tells Isaiah that Israel will be a 
stumbling stone. Peter uses it as 
metaphor for God himself.
•God is a stone over which people trip to 
their own destruction. If you don’t build 
on it, it becomes means of own ruin.



The Rejected Messiah
2:8

•Note I Cor 1:18 – “the preaching of cross is 
foolishness to those perishing”… note I Pet 2:8 – “they 
stumble because they disobey the message.”
• Those who reject Christ to be just like Israel and 

Judah in their response to Yahweh. 
• Those who thought Jesus nothing more than cause of 

ridicule will find that even though they rejected him, He 
has become cornerstone (2:7).
• Peter showing that unbelief of non Christians anticipated in 

OT.



Digression: Who Are Christians
2:9-10

•Unlike those who “stumble” over Christ, Christians are 
true people of God.
• 5 Phrases from Ex 19:6 and Isaiah 43:20-21
• Chosen Nation
• Royal Priesthood
• Holy Nation
• People Belonging to God
• Declaring His Praises



Digression: Who Are Christians
2:10

•Once you were not a people
•Hos 1:6-10 – Lo-Ruhamah & Lo Ammi
•Hos 2:23 – I will show my love to “Lo-Ruhamah & 

Lo Ammi”
•Quoted by Paul in Rom 9:25 – bringing Gentiles 

to Him as sons
• Peter uses it to say – Even though they were 

Gentiles, they’re now people of God
•Declaring His Praises to Unsaved World



Christian Behavior in Hostile World

2:11-3:12

• Summary of 1:1 – 2:10
• Christians live in hope rooted in resurrection and own 

experience of new birth despite sufferings that 
strengthen and prove their faith.
• Christians are the new people of God, living lives of 

holiness and love for other Christians who declare 
God’s wondrous deeds.

• But how are Christians to live in this world?
• Answer: Live out of a character that is recognized even 

by non-Christians



Christian Behavior in Hostile World

2:11

•Aliens - Temporary residence in different 
country
•Strangers – transient… just passing through
•Abstain - The temptation is to fall back to 
old way of life
•War Against Your Soul
•Opposed to your real and deepest needs 



Christian Behavior in Hostile World

2:12-17

• Background: No longer considered part of Judaism 
and under Roman protection of the Jews, Christians 
were increasingly vulnerable to accusations of their 
neighbors. Peter’s advice has this in mind:
• V 12 - Live lives above reproach 
• If accused of wrong, your good deeds will contradict their 

accusations
• V 13 -15 – Render to Caesar what is Caesars
• Thus silence ignorant talk
• V 16 – Our freedom is to do right, not cover-up evil



Christian Slaves’ Behavior in Hostile 

World

2:18-20

• Christian slaves and pagan masters
• 60 millions slaves
• Prisoners of war, victims of debt, children of slaves

• V 18 – submit to harsh masters
• Unjust suffering is commendable when conscious of God
• Note Joseph and Potiphar’s wife
• Our conduct must be determined not by character of owner but by 

relationship to God.
• Note Paul and Philemon & Onesimus
• Note Christian duty leans toward justice when possible


